
News http://www.rhinelanderdailynews.com/articles/2007/11/06/news/news03.txt

1 of 3 11/28/2007 11:36 AM

ADVERTISEMENT

CUSTOMER SERVICE: About Us| Contact Us| Subscriber Services | Advertise | Staff

Online news and information for the Rhinelander region

 Home | NEWS | Sports | Obituaries | Opinion | Community | Announcements | Photo Galleries | Calendar | Classifieds/Marketplace

ADVERTISEMENT SEARCH
14-day search

find it!
advanced search

 
Last Updated: Tuesday, November 6, 2007 10:43 AM CST

Local counties rank high in poverty 

BY HEATHER SCHAEFER - DAILY NEWS REGIONAL EDITOR -
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Vision 2020 campaign striving to solve problem

Every child matters and too many youngsters in the Northwoods are living below 

the poverty level.

According to numbers 

provided by the Wisconsin 

Council on Children and Families (WCCF), 8.6 percent of Oneida County children 

are living below the federal poverty level ($20,650 per year for a family of four).

The numbers are even worse in Vilas County, where more than 11 percent of 

children are impoverished, and in Forest County where a staggering 18 percent of 

the population under the age of 18 is dangerously poor.

Vicky Selkowe, mobilization strategies manager for the WCCF, was in Rhinelander 

Monday to discuss the Vision 2020 campaign, an effort on the part of WCCF to end 

child poverty in Wisconsin by the year 2020.

The campaign is a collaborative effort of WCCF, the Wisconsin Community Action 

Program and Wisconsin Head Start Association.

According to Selkowe, the goal of the campaign is to increase awareness of child 

poverty and its impacts on communities and to develop solutions that address its 

root causes.

The impact of poverty hits children in many areas, Selkowe said. It causes them 

to need Medicaid or Badgercare and other public assistance programs, it keeps 

them from receiving proper nutrition which leads them to struggle in school, and 

in some cases it leaves them without homes.

The fair market rent in Oneida County was $567 per month in Oneida County and, 

according to Selkowe, 41 percent of renters in Oneida County were unable to 

afford that monthly payment because they don't have jobs that pay enough.

A person would need to make $10.90 per hour to afford that monthly rent and 

jobs that pay that much are hard to find in the northern counties.

Selkowe said one of the main goals of the campaign is to encourage policymakers 

(from city council and county board members to state legislators) to put the 
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eradication of child poverty at the top of their list of priorities.

Selkowe says the public often has the perception that is impossible to get the 

attention of politicians but she said lawmakers have told her it can take as few as 

ten letters or phone calls from constituents to convince a legislator to take on an 

issue.

Selkowe also said the campaign has a real chance of being successful, if the public 

gets behind it. Similar campaigns have worked in the past, she said.

From 1963 to 1974 the federal government declared war on poverty and poverty 

was reduced by 42 percent nationwide, she said.

“What could we accomplish if we translated that to one state?” she asked.

The Vision 2020 campaign is focused on four areas directly linked to economically 

healthy families: Family-supporting wages, safe and affordable housing, 

healthcare and quality early-childhood education.

Selkowe said the council on children and families wants policymakers to focus on 

these four areas before a generation of Wisconsin children is lost to poverty.

“As a state we need to say we are not going to let this happen,” she said.

Selkowe's visit, which included a presentation at the Holiday Inn Monday night, 

was sponsored by Northwoods Regional Solutions Network, (NRSN). NRSN is the 

local arm of Wisconsin Women=Prosperity, a non-profit, non-partisan economic 

development initiative focused on issues affecting women and children.

 Tell us what you think...
 COMMENTS »

The comments above are from readers. In no way do they represent the views of
the Rhinelander Daily News.

 POST A COMMENT (150 WORD LIMIT) »

We will not post reader comments containing racial, religious or personal
attacks, slander, profanity, e-mail addresses, mailing addresses, phone
numbers or Web site addresses that are for personal or promotional gain.

Name:

Comments:

Image Verification: 

Nicolet College birding trip set 
for Feb. 19-23

Basketball contest night Nov. 
13

OUTDOORS ALL OUTDOORS >

White coats for hares 
signal autumn's end
From the front page of this 
week's Wisconsin Outdoor 
News: READ MORE >

Muskies and whitetails fill an 
October weekend

Young cranes will learn 
migration route from elders

OPINION ALL OPINIONS >

A percentage for parks 
and paths
Editor, the Daily News: READ 
MORE >



News http://www.rhinelanderdailynews.com/articles/2007/11/06/news/news03.txt

3 of 3 11/28/2007 11:36 AM

   Post Comment

Thank you for your comments! Once your comments are approved, they will
appear on the site.

© 2006 The Daily News. All rights reserved. A Northwoods Media LLC Newspaper


